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Last winter, I came across a mysterious
substance in a forest in Miura peninsula. It is
an orange viscous pond with a reflective layer
like oil on the water surface, possibly caused
by iron bacteria.

There is a slight current in the pond heading
towards the main river, but there is no sign of
water coming from above directly to the pond.
It is possible that the water is coming out of
the ground directly to the pond causing a
slow current to the main stream, since it is in
a marsh area.

What I’'m going to do is to investigate what this substance is.
Now, I first came to discover it last winter (2007), and only
found it in one location. But when I went to the forest to take
look again this summer, I found the same substance in various
areas all over the forest. They all were in areas by the river
with a slow and weak current and shallow steady water. Some
of them were plain bright orange, which was quite unearthly! It
seems that the substance likes swampy habitats. Which leads to
some further questions I want to investigate: what kind of rela-
tionship does the substance have with the environment, and
how does it live along with other species around it?

This can also lead to the answer to my first question, as from
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this you can identify the character of the sub-
stance. The size of the growths have also varied
from time to time. It might be a parasite to some-
thing which is feeding on its host.

It might have a symbiotic relationship with
another species as well. In order to identify this, I
will find out what species live around the sub-
stance, and how the substance changes as situa-

tions and conditions change.
Within the species that live around the sub-
stance that I will identify and compare, I
would like to concentrate on what types of plant life live
around the substance. What kinds of plants live in its vicinity?
What types are found around the substance? How do they re-
late to each other? How does the substance affect the plants
and vice versa? Are they are helping each other out or just tol-
erating having each other around? What plants exist around
the substance compared to the areas where it is not found.
How is the whole forest affected by the relationships between
the substance and various plants.

This element of mystery is a very interesting and exciting
project to examine. I look forward to investigating these mat-
ters further.
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